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To provide engaging learning opportunities that center on creative exhibits and  

programming. Integrating visual arts into everyday life.   

 

To be the region’s recognized art leader providing quality exhibits, education, resources, 

creative community outreach and integrated art experiences.  

 

BMAM 

Front Cover: “Great Grandma’s House “ Julie H. Olsen  - 1928 

 



A Narrative about a Vision Becoming a Reality  
 
  

In the story, The Knights of King Arthur, there is a quest to find the 

Holy Grail, the “most valuable thing”, but Arthur and the knights do 

not know exactly where to find the thing they most desire. As a group 

they conclude that this “most valuable thing” is located in the deep 

dark scary forest.  They further conclude that they have a better 

chance for success if they each enter the forest at the part that is 

most dark to them making their way to the center where the “most 

valuable thing” resides.   What does this mean?   

 

This narrative for me is very intriguing. I see a frame work for how 

organizations can set a vision and establish the best course of ac-

tion to obtain the goal.  Visions are an opening to a world that has 

no boundaries. It’s full of unknown and scary stuff, like the deep dark 

forest. But instead of running from the unknown the group circles 

around and attacks at what they view as the scariest path.  A team’s 

shared vision serves as a catalyst for action and can make the vision 

a reality.  

 

The focus of the Blanden Art Museum needs to be on achieving the 
vision reaching the goal.  It’s time to circle the issues at hand and 
addresses them as a team. The Blanden is very fortunate to have a 
dedicated group of passionate individuals that want the museum to 
succeed.  Staying focused on our vision and working relentlessly on 
our goals will help the museum fully realize it’s potential.  As a group 
this team can defeat our deep dark forest and achieve our most    
valuable thing.  

“Vision without action is merely a dream. Action without vision just 
passes the time. Vision with action can change the world.”  

       Joel A. Barker 

Art Quote: 
 

“Creativity is allowing yourself to make mistakes.              
Art is knowing which ones to keep.”      
       Scott Adams   

Become a member today! 

Like us on Facebook and let us know how we are doing! 



      featured Acquisition 

Fertile Fields - BCF2020.007 

Pamela Sanders (1945-2019) 
 

A Gift by the Family of Pamela Sanders. 
Sanders was a local Fort Dodge Artist and 
educator with a Ph.D. in Art Education.   
 
She was fascinated with nature and other 
cultures influences which can be found 
through out all her work.  Pamela was a   no-
table artist that practiced in different styles 
and mediums.   
 

Currently on Display in the West Gallery .   

      Blanden  Digital Gallery 
Art as Medicine :  

Artists React to Present State  
 

“Art is a wound turned into light” – Georges Braque 
  
  
This exhibit is an attempt to provide a space where  
creative voices can be seen and shared.  The present 
state of the world seems overwhelming and chaotic, but 
out of these times, great love and beauty can still be 
expressed.  Art is essential, especially during times that 
are full of stress and anxiety. Artwork can be medicine 
for the mind and soul.     
  
Artists have been able to look at situations such as the 
recent one we all are experiencing, and create         
profound work that speaks to a collective event, 
memory, and new reality.  Artist’s ability to find inspira-
tion in world events and explore new ways of communi-
cating information can help us all. 
 

On Line: www.blanden.org/blanden-digital-gallery  

Hans Madsen “It’s a Mess” 

Heather Walker “Hope” 

https://www.blanden.org/blanden-digital-gallery


Artist Statement: As a visual artist and a 
woman there are many issues of the    
feminine persona that are relevant within 
my compositions.  Along with this fact is 
the opportunity I have had to work in the 
field of Oncology nursing for 35 years.  
Together these experiences have greatly 
affected the content of my work; content 
that centers upon man's courage and his 
ability to transcend obstacles towards a 
higher spiritual consciousness. 
 
My personal artistic process is a hands on  
manipulation of the media. This type of 
physical action offers me a method to 
make visible the true content of my work.  
My usual icon or vehicle of choice, that I 
have found relevant for these purposes, is 
the bird form. For myself as an artist, I 
have found that the bird image symbolizes 
a spirituality. One which has been utilized 
for centuries as a religious icon of hope 
and enlightenment.  
 
Along with my bird images I also have  
begun a journey into the world of the     
pierrot mimes, theatrical actors which 
were common in the 18th, 19th, and early 
20th centuries. Although these mimes are 
classified as clowns they appear to      
possess an unusual entity, one of mystery 
and spirit, exactly what I seek to     
demonstrate in my art.   
 
In so many words, I attempt to give to the 
inanimate object of the canvas a spiritual 
vitality. There are many issues that       
celebrate and identify our humanness. We 
are all assimilations of our relationships 
and situations. As with all of us, our lives 
are journeys of enlightenment. I only hope 
to present through my art a realism which 
is honest and can be shared by both the 
viewer and myself. 

East Gallery April 11 – June 27, 2020 / Reception TBD, 3pm-5pm  

Artist Review 

Icons of Our Spirit 
Ann Marie McTaggart 

"What is art but an effort to make a sheath, a 
mound with which to imprison for a moment 
the shiny, elusive element which is life itself."  

Willa Cather 



Encounters with Nature, is full of quiet       
solitude and connections to a larger purpose. 
This exhibit presents a selection from the 
Harold D. Peterson collection, which           
highlights prints that have a human/nature 
component.  The Peterson collection         
provides the Blanden a vast assortment of 
artistic vision and printmaking that allows the 
museum to curate a multitude of learning   
opportunities for the community.  
  
The Blanden’s gratitude to Harold D.          
Peterson is boundless, generation after      
generation of local families and visitors will 
have the opportunity to see works of          
significant 16th through 20th century          
European and American artists.  
 
Art has a way to provide a concrete way to 
connect to the mystical experiences nature 
can evoke.  Art and nature share continuity in 
the fact that they both exist, but each can  
only provide a moment of truth, beauty, or 
wisdom if experienced by someone.    
 
Throughout history, recordings of human   
interactions and awe of nature represent this 
continuity.   Reflected in the paintings,      
writings, and drawings of many artists 
throughout history, nature is on full display 
the beauty, the danger, and the awe.   Nature 
and man’s interactions with it have been one 
of control over the unknown and one of a 
mystical/religious experience.  These         
interactions are reflected in cultures around 
the world. Made evident by the creations of 
nature deities and rituals that center on    
connecting to aspects of nature for guidance 
and control.   
 
Visit the Blanden to encounter prints from this 
amazing collection.   

Second Floor Gallery March 21—May 2020 

Exhibit Review 

Encounters 
with Nature 
Selected prints From the 

Harold D. Peterson     

collection 

Island Hay, 1945 Thomas Hart Benton 



Faces:  
Art by  Roy Burges  

 

The face is an entrance into a person’s soul the emotions of the 
person’s life become imprinted on the surface of a face.  People 
carry meaning, identity, beauty, and character on their face.  The 
face becomes a place to hang all our memories of a person gives 
us first impressions, and helps identify friend or foe.  The power 
and interest of faces have captivated artists throughout history.   
 
This exhibit was curated around the images of people by artist Roy 
Burges.  Highlighting faces forgotten and people found through the 
power of art and Roy’s ability to capture reality and a story of a 
person or a group of people.    
 
As an artist Roy has always been drawn to people on the fringes 
of society and anyone at odds with a suburbia hell-bent on         
assimilation all that is reaches.  He approaches each new work 
with a connection to the subject.  Each painting has a story about 
the person depicted in the frame. In search of a tribe, he painted 
the street people of Kansas City. He painted Inuit people in     
Alaska. He painted native Hawaiians before the millionaires came 
and walled off the beaches of Maui. “For some dumb reason,”   
Burgess said, “I run into people who fascinate me.” Each painting 
begins out of natural curiosity. 
 
Roy Burgess was born and raised in Jefferson Iowa, currently    
resides in Maui, HI.   A self-taught artist Roy claimed “The people 
who went to art school dismissed me, I broke all the rules.” Roy 
sets out to depict the world around him, exactly as it is. Like a cave 
painting, he feels that his work tells a story or the world in a very 
direct way.” Always in search of a tribe to belong to, you can tell 
where he has been by the faces you seen in his paintings.   

 

Exhibit Review 

Second Floor Gallery May 30 — July 25, 2020  

         Upcoming Exhibit 

Personal Connections  

Wood Turning by Roger Nass 

East Gallery  July 18 — October 10 

Reception TBD  



Exhibit Review 

Creating Unity:  
A Centennial Celebration   

West Gallery January — December 30th 2020 

Art inspires us to visit the concept of “Unity” and see ourselves as part of a bigger Universe.     
Leni Kae  
 
 
Significant strength centers on unity. The universe is a perfect example of this strength. As we 

look out into the cosmos, everything seems to be in its place, doing what everything should be 

doing, harmony in the sky. As humans, there has always been a fascination with the stars and 

their steadfast qualities. On earth, we try to find and establish unity and order inspired by the   

universe. As human culture developed the concept of order/unity, this focus has changed history, 

art, and much more.  

In this exhibit, the Blanden invites visitors to explore the concept of unity in      multiple ways:  

Unity as a principle of art and design, Unity in the context of  honoring the combined effort by 

American women that fought for a voice in Democracy, and unity as the collective creative vision 

of women artists. 

Unity is accomplished in many ways. Within the setting of history and visual art, The Blanden's        

presentation offers engaging narratives and discourse which frame an environment of learning 

and understanding. At the heart of this simple understanding and perception is a connection to a 

powerful universe and one another.   



MEMBERS BUILD SUPPORT 

The Blanden thrives because of your generosity. Your role in  

being a part of the Blanden legacy benefits the citizens of North 

Central Iowa.  Consider the impact of being a Blanden member 

will have on future generations.  Expand the Blanden community 

by inviting a friend to upcoming exhibits and events.    

INDIVIDUAL :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: $25 
Includes basic benefits: 

 Museum Bulletin mailed to your home. 

 Membership card and acknowledgment in a quarterly update. 

 Discounts on classes, special events, and gift shop. 
  
HOUSEHOLD / SUPPORTING :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: $40 

 Includes all basic benefits (two adults and children). 
  
CONTRIBUTING :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: $100 
All basic benefits plus: 

 Will receive one guest pass to give a friend to be used for one 
class registration or gift shop purchase at the member price. 

 Business owners contributing at this level have the option to 
be listed using their business or personal name. 
 
PATRON ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: $250 
All basic benefits plus: 

 Will receive three guest passes to give friends to be used for 
one class registration or gift shop purchase at the member price. 

 Business owners contributing at this level have the option to 
be listed using their business or personal name. 

  

BENEFACTOR ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: $500 
All basic benefits plus: 

 Will receive four guest passes to give friends to be used 
for one class registration or gift shop purchase at the member 
price. 

 Business owners contributing at this level have the option 
to be listed using their business or personal name. 
  
CONSERVATOR ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: $1000 
All basic benefits plus: 

 Will receive four guest passes to give friends to be used 
for one class registration or gift shop purchase at the member 
price. 

 Business owners contributing at this level have the option 
to be listed using their business or personal name. 

 An opportunity to schedule a behind-the-scenes tour of 
the museum for friends and family, 
 
Charitable contributions are tax deductible in accordance with 

IRS regulations. Please consult with your accountant, tax ad-

visor or attorney.  

ART IN THE SCHOOLS COMMUNITY FOCUS 

The Blanden Art Museum, Art in the Schools Program is a 

fine arts elementary program for 4th grade students in a 

six county region. The program includes a school visit with 

a presentation about an artist or artistic style that relates to 

work in the museum's Permanent Collection, a hands-on 

art project at school with all materials provided, and a field 

trip tour to the art museum with transportation assistance 

available. Also included, is a gift for each student and each 

classroom. 

Marc Chagall, Andy Warhol, Grant Wood, and Betty Wood-

man are just a few of the artists we have studied in recent 

years. The Blanden Art Museum is unique for the size of 

the community it is a part of, and is honored to house influ-

ential works by major artists and art movements. 

Each year, an outreach program for adults is conducted 
by the Blanden Art Museum through our Community Fo-
cus Program, taught by artist Sharon Balm. This program 
includes hands-on creative arts activities for its clients 
and as a bonus, is an important social outlet. 
  
Community Focus serves individuals faced with disabili-
ties and life challenges that make it difficult for them to 
travel to a museum or experience the arts in other ways. 
  
Organizations that are a part of Community Focus 
include: 

 Fort Dodge LifeWorks Community Services 

 Humboldt LifeWorks Community Services 

 Deer Creek Apartments 

 Villa Care Center 



Work of Art: Business Skills for Artists! 
Developed by Springboard for the Arts, Presented by Hope Thier 

 

Do you love art? Enjoy working 
with kids and adults? Love mean-
ingful conversation?  
 

Docents are volunteers, serving the 
museum and the community in the 
field of art education. The program 
provides ongoing education ses-
sions about tour techniques, how 
to think like an educator, and the 
museum’s   exhibitions and collec-
tions. 

Be a Docent! 

Volunteer! 

Be Involved! 

 

Join today! 
 

Contact Hope at hthier@fortdodgeiowa.org. 

Springboard’s Work of Art: Business Skills for Artists, is a set of professional development and 
entrepreneurship workshops that have been developed for artists practicing in all disciplines.  
 
April 4: Career Planning, 2:00-3:00pm 
Where do you want to be both artistically and professionally? Learn how to define your values, 
identify key choices, and develop a plan to achieve your career 
goals. 
 
May 2: Time Management, 2:00-3:00pm 
Discover analytical and tool-based approaches to manage your 
time. These tools will help you tackle hurdles related to efficiency, 
flexibility, and structure to help you reach your artistic goals.  
 
June 6: Business Portfolio Kit, 2:00-3:00pm 
Your portfolio is the core of your promotional material and 
professional calling card. Focus on the essential ele-
ments: sharpening your artist statement, tailoring your ar-
tistic resume, and curating and formatting your work sam-
ples.  
 
 
Available as an online webinar.  
Enroll at https://www.blanden.org/classes-events  

mailto:hthier@fortdodgeiowa.org


1st Free Saturdays 
- Donations Appreciated -  

Come and go family fun!  
The activity area will be set up 
with the  art materials and an  
inspiration board.  Project ideas 
will be open-ended in nature, 
and participants are encouraged 
to use imagination.   
 
*Groups larger than 5 must 
RSVP online or call ahead. 

Clever Together 
Have you been wanting to make 

art with your young one??  
Guided instructions provided.  

It’s fun, it may get messy, and it will  

definitely be a class to cherish time spent 

with each other! 

3:00pm – 4:00pm  

All Classes Require Pre-registration - Call (515)573-2316 or stop by today! 

Space limited Sign up early   
Open to Students Ages 2 - 5 

 

Instructor: Marcia Anderson 

10:30am – 12:30pm  

Instructor: Meg Beshey 
 

May 14 
June 4 

After School Art Class 
Looking for something to do after school? Come 

to the Blanden, and make art! Each class features 

a new artist, art technique, or movement to en-

hance your child’s knowledge of art. 

Instructor: Diane O’Hern 

K - 6th Grade, Limit: 15 Students 

3:30pm – 4:30pm  

April 16 
May 21 



With inspiration from Dr. Suess, create a new plant "species" and imagine its im-

portance within an ecosystem. These small assemblage sculptures can illustrate the 

physical properties of existing plants or be entirely new creations.  

Saturday, June 20 
10:00am—12:00pm, 6—10 year olds & 1:00pm—3:00pm, 11—16 year olds 

$10 Member, $15 Non-member, Limit: 12 Students in each section 
Instructor: Hope Thier 

All classes require pre-registration.  
Ways to register: 
 Register online: www.blanden.org/classes-events 
 Call 515-573-2316 
 Stop by Tuesday-Saturday, 11am-5pm 

DATES:  

Saturday, March 21 

Wednesday, March 25 

Saturday, March 28 

Wednesday, April 1 

Saturday, April 4 

Wednesday, April 8 

Saturday, April 11 

TIME: 10:00 AM CST  

WHAT: Learn about different artists, movements, and more! We’ll also 

practice our colors, shapes, numbers, breathing exercises, and most im-

portantly have FUN! See you there! :) 

WHERE: Facebook Live at www.facebook.com/BlandenArtMuseum.  

** Additional dates might be announced.  



*Classes located at the Blanden unless noted  
* Register online: www.blanden.org/classes-events 

Join the Blanden Art Museum at Shiny Top Brewing for Pottery & 
Pints! This class features a variety of ceramic forms ready for you 
to choose from and glaze. All materials are provided. Inspiration 
is offered, but you are encouraged to add your own creative 
flare to it! Feel free to come with designs in mind. Dine on deli-
cious beer, wine, root beer, pizzas, sandwiches, and salads that 
Shiny Top has to offer while glazing your masterpiece. Once your 
project is complete, works will be fired, and ready to be picked 
up in one week at the museum. Finished functional works are 
microwave and dishwasher safe.  

Bring your own materials and draw from 
the human form in any of its various 
shapes and postures, from observation of 
a live model, using any drawing media. 

 

Additional Online Activities & Resources: 
www.blanden.org/online-educational-resources  



Spring Pastel  

Let us capture the vibrancy and lush colors of 

spring in pastel. We will paint a field of flowers 

using various techniques, with underpainting 

and value sketches, layering warm and cool pas-

tels and adding those final highlights.  

Stay tuned for more information! 

Virtual  

Demonstrations 

Wednesday, May 13 
5:30-7:30pm, 12+ years old, $25 Member, $30 Non-member, 
Instructor: Nanette Catigbe 
Limit: 15 Participants, Minimum: 4 Participants, Location: River Hops Brewing, 1014 Central Avenue 

TBA: Keep an eye on Facebook and our website for details. 

Anatomy of the Wave: 

Pastel Painting Class 
Summer means a trip to the beach, swimming 
and sunbathing. Painting those big and small 
waves in pastel and trying to capture the move-
ment with the use of colors, values and tech-
niques will bring you back to that one happy 
sunny day! Learn how to draw the shapes, paint 
reflections, wave roll-overs, shorelines and sea 
foams.  

Wednesday, June 10 
5:30-7:30pm, 12+ years old, $25 Member, $30 Non-member, Instructor: Nanette Catigbe 
Limit: 15 Participants, , Minimum: 4 Participants, Location: River Hops Brewing, 1014 Central Avenue 



Shop!  
ONE OF A KIND 

Blanden’s  

A great way to support local artists and the Blanden is to 
make a purchase at our One-of-a-Kind shop, located on the 
main floor of museum.  A percentage of each sale funds our 

Programming and Operations.  

Support  Local 
Artists  

Unique Hand 
Made Items  

Art  
Pass it On!  

Start Your  
Collection   
Today! 

Anna Coleman Ladd 
“His First Step and Fall” ca1910  

 
Anna Coleman Ladd, born in Philadelphia, was 
awarded a prize in the sculpture division of the 
prestigious 1915 Panama Pacific Exposition, and 
was a member of the National Sculpture Society. 
Her works were exhibited in museums throughout 
the United States and Europe. The Boston Public 
Gardens, Huntington Art Museum, and Fenway 
Court Museum are among the many public institu-
tions holding her work in their permanent collec-
tions. 

This sculpture was gifted to the Blanden Museum in 
1937 by Mrs. Dorothy B. Mills, sister of Charles 
Blanden.  Mrs. Mills said of this work, “It portrays 
the little lad’s first essay at independence – his first 
fall and his mother’s wistful wondering about his fu-
ture lessons that life so relentlessly teaches us one 
and all.” 

Artistic Interest 



 

As the museum looks to the start of a new fiscal year the 

importance of serving the community is a significant part 

of focus.  Insuring that the Blanden provides programs and 

experience that enhance quality of life for the citizens of 

Webster County and North Central Iowa.   

 

Please take time to fill out this short survey and questionnaire 

and send it back to the Blanden.   

 

Visitor Experience  

What was your primary motivation of your visit?  

__________________________________________________ 

On a scale from 1 to 5 how satisfied were you with your visit?     

1= not satisfied 5 = satisfied  

______, Explain ____________________________________ 

Do you plan of visit again?  ___________________________ 

Programming  

What did you enjoy most about the exhibits?  

______________________________________________________ 

Were the exhibits inspirational and or educational?  

______________________________________________________ 

What kind of exhibits are you hoping to see in the future? 

______________________________________________________  

What art classes would you like to see and take?  

______________________________________________________ 

Have you taken a class or have had a child take a class within the 

last  three months? __________________________________ 

How satisfied were you with the class on a scale from 1 to 5, 1 

=not satisfied 5 = satisfied _____________ 

How did you hear about the class and or exhibits at the Blanden?  

______________________________________________________ 

 

Join the legacy that is the Blanden Art Museum. Stop in 

and become a member today.   

 

The Blanden Wants to Know! 

Your 
Opinions  
Matters 





Current Contributors  New and Renewing  
Memberships  and Donations  

Individual Level $25—$39 
Baedke, Barbara, * Baldus, Kay Gibson * Gill, Susan * Hinds, Mary Jo * Hutchins, Danuta   

Lindstrom, Bobbee  *Moore, Michael & Susan * Stroh, Kathy Branigan * Ulstad, Linda  

Contributor Level $100 - $249 
Black, Richard * Frischmeyer, Michael & Mary Beth * Gutz, Merlyn & Irene * Lamb, Svana 

 Langholz Kim & Richard  * McMannus, Wayne & Sara * Pendry, Alec & Charlton   
O’Connor, Bennett & Diane * Ringwald, William E. III PH.D * Schreier, Jim & Kathleen * Secor, Janet  

 The Messenger 

Supporting Level $40—$99 
Flaherty, Alyce & Mick * Klinger, Elizabeth * Larson, Brent & Christine  

Parker, Shelley * Salocker, Dr. Rick & Mary 

Patron Level $250—$499 
Plautz, Dennis & Beth * Zenor, Jane 

Anita Linney-Isaacson In Memory of Mary Sula-Linney 

Permanent Collection  
Steve Kersten * Michael & Darcy Lee 

General Operations 
Tom & Joan Tibbitts 

Don & Michelle Woodruff 

Art in the Schools  
In Memory of Pam Sanders  

C & S Products 

Art in the Schools  
In Memory of Wilma Hair 

Janice Hartwig 

Art in the Schools  
Calhoun County AAUW * Susan Gill 

Kim & Richard Langholz 

Art Education Endowment  
In Memory of Pam Sanders  

Ann C. Russell & Merrell Peters  

Exhibitions  
Bev Warland 



PUBLIC PARKING  

Parking spaces are available near the 

east entrance of the museum; street 

parking on South 10th Street and South 

3rd Avenue; A public parking lot is locat-

ed at 2nd Avenue South and South 10th 

Street. 
  
HANDICAP PARKING & FACILITIES 

Two handicapped parking spaces are lo-

cated on the west side of the museum, 

accessible by the alley running east-west 

from South 8th Street to South 9th Street. 

The west entrance door goes directly to 

an elevator; press the up button to go to 

the 1st floor. Handicapped restrooms are 

also on the 1st floor. 

 

VISITING POLICY 

Do not touch any works of art. Touching 

works of art will damage the surface over 

time. Works of art are culturally valued 

objects intended to be preserved for fu-

ture generations. Do not bring food, 

drinks, baby back carriers, umbrellas, 

and backpacks into the museum galler-

ies. Food and drinks must be discarded 

before entering a gallery. Umbrellas and 

backpacks must be hung on hangers or 

stored on the shelf above the coatrack in 

the East Entrance. Baby strollers and 

chest-carried baby packs are permitted in 

the museum galleries. 

Tuesday      11:00 – 5:00pm 

Wednesday     11:00 – 5:00pm 

Thursday          11:00 – 5:00pm 

Friday               11:00 – 5:00pm 

Saturday          11:00 – 5:00pm 

Museum Hours: 

Closed  

Sunday and Monday 

Holidays  

Museum Staff  
 

Eric Anderson, Director 

Hope Thier, Art Educator / Asst. Director  

Pamela Kay, Receptionist  

Brad Bushman, Custodial staff  
 
 
 

Blanden Info 



Blanden Memorial Art  

Gallery / Museum  

920 3rd Ave South 

Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501 

(515) 573-2316 / blanden.org  

http://www.blanden.org

